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Airline safety record 
was years in making 


Improvements in technology and 
training behind lack of fatal crashes 


Monster storm takes 
aim at East Coast 


With snow, ice coming, winter storm 
alerts issued from Maine to Florida 


IN OPINION 


FDA is working to 
protect consumers 


Commissioner Scott Gottlieb defends 
agency’s record on unsafe food recalls 


IN MONEY 


Bankruptcy not just 
for broke companies 


For some profitable businesses, it’s a 
way to escape debt, hit reset button 


IN SPORTS 


NCAA playoff should 
mean more diversity 


Schroeder: Growing regionalization of 
postseason a troubling development 


PASSAGES 


2017 


ON SALE NOW 


USA TODAY’s special edition 
Passages, commemorating notable 
deaths in 2017, is available on 
newsstands through Jan. 22 and 

at onlinestore.usatoday.com. 
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Il hot questions 
about the royal 
wedding plans 


From the gown to the guest list, 
USA TODAY takes a look at Harry 
and Meghan’s big day. In Life 


What to watch for in 2018’s 
race to midterm madness 


Susan Page 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - A year ago, Demo- 
crats were deflated and Republicans 
elated by Donald Trump’s victory and 
GOP control of the House and Senate. 

Now, Democrats are optimistic they 
can regain control of the House of 
Representatives, a step that would re- 
quire flipping two dozen congressional 
seats in a wave of 2018 midterm elec- 
tions in November. Some speculate 
they could claim a majority in the 
Senate, although that would require 
the electoral wave to look more like 
a tsunami. 

The problem for Democrats is that 
the election is more than 10 months 
away — and given the turmoil of the 
past year or so, neither side can be sure 
what cataclysms could loom that 
might reverse moods. 

What will shape the midterms? 
Here are some things to watch: 


Does the tax bill work? 


An odd thing happened when Con- 
gress passed the $1.5 trillion tax bill in 
December: The GOP cheered. So did the 
Democrats. 

Democrats argued that the tax bill 


See MIDTERM, Page 2A 


President 
Trump 
celebrates 
the passage 
of a tax 
overhaul bill 
with 
Republican 
lawmakers 
Dec. 20. 
CAROLYN 
KASTER/AP 


Orrin Hatch says he 
will retire this year 


Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch, the most senior 
Republican in the Senate, announced he 
intends to retire, perhaps paving the 
way for former Massachusetts governor 
Mitt Romney to run for his seat, 2A 


Tehran University students stand their ground against riot police firing smoke 
grenades over the weekend as Iran faced its largest anti-government protests 
since the disputed presidential election in 2009. PHOTO VIA AP 


Eruption of deadly 
unrest in the streets 
tests Iranian rule 


Kim Hjelmgaard 
USA TODAY 


Iran has been rocked by its most 
widespread anti-government protests 
since a disputed presidential election 
in 2009. Six days of unrest across the 
country have resulted in more than 20 
deaths and hundreds of arrests. 

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, accused the country’s ene- 
mies of meddling in protest rallies. 

Nikki Haley, the U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, called Tuesday for 
an emergency U.N. meeting to discuss 
the crisis. 


Q: What are the protests about? 

A: The unrest started Thursday as a 
protest over Iran’s beleaguered econo- 
my. Unemployment is 12%, and the 
costs of basic necessities, such as 
dairy products, have been climbing. 

The protests widened to a more 
general expression of anger over accu- 
sations of government corruption and 
discontent with Iran’s clerical rulers. 


U.S. Ambassador Nikki Haley has 
called for U.N. Security Council and 
Human Rights Council emergency 
sessions on Iran. MARY ALTAFFER/AP 


There have been calls for Khamenei 
to step aside. 


Q: Where are the protests taking 
place? 

A: The protests kicked off in the 
northeast city of Mashad when people 


See IRAN, Page 2A 


Fervent fans 
drive football 
title tickets 
past $2,600 


Scott Gleeson 
and A.J. Perez 
USA TODAY 


Crazy things happen when a college 
football team chases its first national 
championship in 37 years. 

Georgia fans are driving up ticket 
prices at a record rate for the College 
Football Playoff national champion- 
ship game Jan. 8, when the Bulldogs 
face SEC rival Alabama at Mercedes- 
Benz Stadium in Atlanta — 72 miles 
from Georgia’s campus. 

StubHub spokesman Cameron 
Papp confirmed to USA TODAY on 
Tuesday that the ticket website 
crashed for nearly 20 minutes — be- 
cause of abnormal traffic — Monday 
night after Georgia’s 


54-48 semifinal victory $2,689 
over Oklahoma in the The aver- 
Rose Bowl. age price 
“We had more traffic for this 
than expected, driven year’s 
by sales in Georgia,” ticket on 
Papp said. “It’s safe to StubHub 
say Bulldogs fans 
flooded the site.” Papp $1,640 
said Georgia led the The previ- 
way in overall ticket ous record 
sales by state at 50%. for average 
By Tuesday after- price paid 
noon, StubHub’s fora ticket 
cheapest ticket for the jy 2013 


game was $2,000, and 

the average price was 

$2,689. The previous record for the av- 
erage price paid for a ticket in a nation- 
al championship football game was 
the BCS title game in 2013 between 
Alabama and Notre Dame at $1,640. 

One reason for the price jump is the 
lack of inventory, because Alabama 
and Georgia receive 20,000 tickets 
each — making up 57% of the total 
seating, according to playoff executive 
director Bill Hancock. Those prices, for 
donors and season-ticket holders, will 
be at face price ($375 to $875). The sta- 
dium holds 71,000. 

Georgia fans may not be the only big 
spenders this year. Keep an eye on the 
Minnesota Vikings’ faithful. Super 
Bowl LII on Feb. 4 is at U.S. Bank Stadi- 
um in Minneapolis, and if the Vikings 
reach the big game, it would be the first 
time a Super Bowl team played on its 
home field. 
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